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INTRODUCTION
Women Hold Up the Sky tells the story of how women
activists affected by mining and other forms of large-scale
extractives in South Africa, Uganda and the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) are deeply engaged in resistance
and an active struggle to take back control of their land,
their rights, their bodies and their lives.

About the film
The world is in deep crisis. The Earth’s
systems are on the edge of collapse,
and the survival of the majority of the
world’s people are threatened by natural
resource grabs, ecosystem failure, wars,
and climate change. The roots of this
manifold crisis lie deep in a politicaleconomic-social system, which is driven
by extractives.
In Africa, the costs of this system are
carried by working class, peasant and
indigenous women. Yet, it is in the living
practices, heritage and ‘development’
hopes of the majority of African women
that the alternatives, which the planet and
humanity so desperately need, live. This
film offers a rare platform for women to
give voice and expression to these living
alternatives.
Extractivism has particular impacts on
the bodies, labour, livelihoods and lives
of peasant and working class women in
the Global South and increasingly also
the Global North. One under-represented
area of women’s rights analysis is the

link between mining, extractivism and
violence against women. Extractivism
is closely associated with conflict as
corporations and governments work
hand-in-hand to force community
decisions in favour of extraction,
dispossessing people of their lands and
natural resources.
There are very few short films that reveal
how extractivist development impacts
on the lives, livelihoods and bodies of
African women. And even fewer films or
resources profile the evolving strategies
and political analysis of grassroots African
women as they grapple with issues of
climate justice and build women-centred
and community-driven alternatives.
Women Hold Up the Sky shares the often
silenced, ignored and erased voices
of African women, whose experiences
and struggles are part of a global story
of rebellion and resistance against
an unworkable, unjust, unsustainable
economic, social and development
paradigm.
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How to use this guide
Women Hold Up the Sky can be
used for:
• Learning and educational purposes.
• Raise awareness, inspire action
around the issues explored in the
film.
• Draw links between similar
community experiences happening
across the African continent and
around the world.
• Advocacy and Campaigning tool
• Workshops and Trainings
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This film and the accompanying
facilitation guide will help you to
ask critical questions about how
development and the exploitation
of natural resources are impacting
your community, especially women.
Moreover, the film can be used to build
solidarity across different contexts
and communities. You can use this
documentary in its entirety or scenes,
with permission and attribution to WoMin
African Alliance, to spark discussion and
debate with a wide range of audiences,
communities, organisations, universities,
policy makers and students.
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Key issues & themes
• Consent & the Right to say “NO” to
Development

• Mega-infrastructure development e.g.
big dams

• Collective power

• Destructive mining

• Climate justice

• Environmental impacts

• Development

• Traditional authority

• Extractivism

• Patriarchy

• Compensation

• Feminism & ecofeminism

• Food security

• Building alternatives

• Forced removals and land-grabbing
• Violence
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Practical tips for facilitating a
screening
Ahead of the Screening
• Know your audience. Think about
your audience and their key interests,
concerns and how the film relates to
their lives and experiences. Make sure
you consider their primary language,
education levels, age and other
contextual factors that may impact on
your screening. Have a clear goal for
the screening as this will shape your
discussion with the group.
• Plan ahead. Scope out the venue
well in advance of the screening,
check that it is a comfortable space,
and the necessary facilities to power
the equipment. If you need to use a
generator, make sure that it can be
placed far enough away to not interfere
with the film’s sound. If you plan to host
a guerrilla screening in a public space,
make sure that you have a good sense
of the equipment needed to do so.
• Test. Make sure you test all your
equipment before the day of the
screening, and that you have back up
plans in case something goes wrong!
A checklist can help you to organise all
the equipment you will need to pack
for your screening and ensure that you
don’t forget anything. When you test,
make sure you check that the sound
is in order, good volume, and that
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everyone in the audience will be able to
see. If you are using a projector, ensure
that the space is dark enough for best
viewing, and at the correct aspect ratio
setting.
• Know your context. Be sensitive to
where you may be hosting a screening
and consider the safety and security of
those who may be participating in your
event.

At the Screening
• Introduce Women Hold Up the Sky.
Briefly let people know what the film
is about, that it was filmed over three
years in Uganda, the Democratic
Republic of Congo and South Africa,
and deals with issues of natural resource
exploitation, development, and their
impacts on women. Take a moment
to inform people about WoMin African
Alliance and its work in creating this
film.
• After the screening, give the audience
a short break before starting the
discussion. To encourage more
audience participation, you may need
to rearrange the chairs into a circle or in
small groups.
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Voices from the film
Uganda

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

“Now that we are back on the land
nobody should interfere with our rights
as women. If they come to evict us again,
we will die to the last person standing.” –
Lucy Ongera, Community Group Leader,
Rwamutonga Women Savings Group.

“During our ancestors’ time they would
plant a small space and harvest bags full of
peanuts. Beans grew differently. Plantains
were so plentiful they would be left rotting
in the field.” – Adolphine Mashala Kinkela,
Activist, M’vunzi Village.

“They built the houses so close to each
other! When we arrived, we had chickens
and goats. Other people arrived with
sick chickens which infected ours and
they died. Our houses have nothing, no
electricity. They only wired them but didn’t
connect the electricity. We live miserably.
Our children keep getting sick due to
poor nutrition. When there’s a dry spell
we can’t access water and sleep hungry.
Like now my water tank has no water.”
– Fabis Turyatunga, Resident, Kyakaboga
Resettlement Village.

“We hear that in the energy field there
is power that uses the wind or the sun.
Can’t they install solar panels for us that
wouldn’t influence our harvest? Can’t they
use wind that wouldn’t destroy our water?”
– Pascaline Ngimbi Bundu, Activist, M’vunzi
Village.

“The oil officials destroyed our crops,
driving through with the tractors, graders,
wires and trucks. When they came to pay,
I realised the money they brought was not
the right amount, so I rejected it. When I
complained, they said they don’t care. I
went to court to sue them. And the case
has been in the High Court since 2011,
motionless. We are like squirrels against
an elephant because the elephant is huge
and can run over you and squash you.” –
Margaret Kagole, Mbibo Zikadde Women’s
Group.

“We didn’t get any benefit from Inga 1 and
Inga 2. We can’t feel any benefit from it.
Nothing at all. Nor do we have any rights.
They don’t respect our rights, mainly SNEL
(national electric company). SNEL replaced
the government. The government and
SNEL have become siblings. Maybe an
older brother and a younger brother. The
dam is now for their benefit. They are the
ones who know the entry and the exit of
the money. It’s as though the village didn’t
have any power, as though the village
didn’t have any dam. However, the village
has a big dam which sends power to
foreign lands.
The power sent there is strong and stable.
Yet for us who are in the factory, the
village which provides the power, we do
not have stable power. The government
doesn’t take any action to solve problems
that face our communities.” – Eulalie Binda
Nzinga, Activist, Camp Kinshasa.
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South Africa
“They buried them in a horrible way.
They didn’t dig holes deep enough. We
are not happy with the way it’s been
done. They are too shallow. I am too
afraid to visit where my parents are
reburied but those who do go there tell
me they see some of the clothes of the
dead exposed.”
– Lindeliwe Ntombela, Activist,
Machibini, Somkhele.
“When we go to the iNkosi and ask to
speak to him he says he cannot speak
to us because we are women. Why is he
refusing to speak to us because we are
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women? What exactly are we? Are we
nothing? It was very painful to hear that.
I took it badly. That’s when we realised
that we are not only being oppressed
by the mine, even our own iNkosi is
oppressing us.”
– Banothile Masuku, Ntuthuko, Fuleni.
“In truth, I think that their intention will
be to kill us because no human being
can live on land that has been dug like
this. Land is a great treasure. When it
rains the grass turns green and there is
food. Nothing will grow there anymore.
That land will never be beautiful.”
– Fakazile Khuluse, Activist, Ocilwane,
Fuleni.
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Possible questions and
discussion points
Note: You do not need to use every
question or discussion point but these
are to spark your thinking on how
to structure the discussion for the
audience.

• What were the three main extractives
industries shown in the film? Are you
familiar with these in your community?
• What are some of the issues that you
noticed about the experience of the
women in Uganda? In DRC? In South
Africa?
• Are these issues that you have heard
about or faced in your community /
organisation / context?
• What did you notice about the
resistance and / or organising strategies
of the women shown in each country
context? Were there differences in each
context?
• When you saw the homes at Kyakaboga
Resettlement Village in Uganda, what
did you think of them? Did you feel that
those homes were signs of “good” or
“positive” development?
• When Adolphine Mashala Kinkela from
the DRC spoke about how their land is
no longer producing well, what did you
think about that? Is this an issue you
recognise from your own context?

• South African activist Banothile Masuku
said that when the women in her
community try to speak to the chief
or traditional authority, they refuse
to listen. Why do you think this is?
Is this something you have seen or
experienced in your community?
• Women activists in Fuleni spoke about
their struggles to access clean water,
what stood out to you about what they
said? Why is this an issue of importance
for women?
• Which moment stands out most for you
in the film? Why?
• Can you connect any of the struggles
shown in the film with anything you
have seen either in your context or
around the world? If so, what?
• Has the film shifted your attitude
towards extractives-driven
development? If so, how?
• Has the film influenced your
understanding of how women and
grassroots communities are impacted
by development? If so, how?
• Do you think there is anything you
could do to assist the communities in
the film? To change this situation in
their or your context? If so, what would
that be? If not, why not?

• One woman, Pascaline Ngimbi Bundu
from the DRC also spoke about energy
“alternatives” such as wind, solar and
other types of energy. Have you heard
about these alternatives? Do you feel
they are a good and practical solution
for energy challenges where you come
from?
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Explaining words & ideas
Extractivism - Extractivism refers to a
mode of accumulation reaching back
many centuries which is centred upon
the over-exploitation and exportation
(with no or minimal processing) of
increasingly scarce and non-renewable
natural resources often located in
geographies that have usually been
considered peripheral or “unproductive”
giving rise to a highly unequal and deeply
exploitative model of development. The
concept includes traditional extractives
activities such as mining, oil and gas, but
also refers to other industries including
forestry, energy (as well as renewable
energy projects related to solar and
hydro) and industrial agriculture.
Capitalism – An economic system
in which products are produced and
distributed for profit using privately
owned capital goods and wage labour.
Many feminists assert that a critique of
capitalism is essential for understanding
the full nature of inequality, as global
economic restructuring based on
capitalism reflects a particular ideology
that celebrates individual wealth and
accumulation at the lowest cost to the
investor, with little regard for the societal
costs and exploitation.

Feminism - A range of theories and
political agendas that aim to eliminate all
forms of discrimination against women
due to sex and gender as well as class,
race, ethnicity, ability, sexual orientation,
geographic location, nationality, or other
forms of social exclusion. Ecofeminism
takes on matters of ecology and the
links between the exploitation of nature/
natural resources and the systems of
patriarchy and capitalism.
Climate Justice – Climate justice
focuses on the root causes of climate
change – making systemic changes
that are required to address unequal
burdens to our communities and realign
our economy with our natural systems.
As a form of environmental justice,
climate justice means that all species
have the right to access and obtain
the resources needed to have an equal
chance of survival and freedom from
discrimination. As a movement, climate
justice advocates are working from the
grassroots up to create solutions to our
climate and energy problems that ensure
the right of all people to live, learn, work,
play and pray in safe, healthy and clean
environments.

Source for these definitions: WoMin
African Alliance, JASS Feminist Movement
Builders’ Dictionary, 2nd Edition, 2013, and
Alternatives for Community & Environment.
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Sample feedback questions
1. What was your reaction to the film?
Did you like it, if yes, why? If you did
not, please share why?
2. Is there anything in the film that
speaks to your or your community’s
experiences? If so, what?
3. What was the main thing you learned
from watching this film?

5. W
 ould you take some of the issues
raised in this film back to your
community / organisation / collective /
colleagues? Which ones?
6. W
 ould you like to see more
documentaries specifically around
women globally and their shared
struggles, and the women in the film?

4. What did you understand about the
challenges and strategies of the
women characters and communities /
countries showcased in the film?
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Contact
To request a copy of the film and host a
screening:
WoMin African Alliance
Office 902, Floor 9, Heerengracht
Building, 87 De Korte Street,
Johannesburg 2001
+27 11 339 1024
margaret.mapondera@womin.org.za
info@womin.org.za

For more information about the issues
explored in this film visit:
www.womin.org.za
Share your screening story with us at
www.womenholdupthesky.co.za!
WoMin Alliance | African Women
Unite Against Destructive
Extractivism
@WoMin2015
WoMin 2015
www.youtube/TDKtT8a1DNs
WoMin African Alliance
www.vimeo.com/359743144
www.imdb.com/title/tt10972196/

WoMin African Alliance
WoMin is an alliance of organisations that span the African
continent, working alongside national and regional movements
and women’s organisations, communities impacted by mining and
mega-infrastructure development projects to expose the impacts
of extractivism on African women and advance women-centred
and just development alternatives. WoMin works in 11 countries
in West, East and Southern Africa to assert a radical and African
ecofeminist agenda in the conversation on the climate crisis,
climate justice and ways to protect the future of the planet and its
people from corporations, their allied governments and elites in
the Global North and South.
This resource tool was developed by WoMin African Alliance.
Layout & Design:
Michele Dean
Proofing & Editing: Maggie Mapondera & Connie Nagiah
Photo credits:
© WoMin African Alliance
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